
How to go solar, make the most of it, 
and advocate for solar rights



 

 

Why Go Solar 
 

There are more than one million solar 
homes in the U.S. today! 
 
Why are so many people going solar?  
Because solar… 
 

● Saves you money. 
● Creates jobs. 
● Empowers you to take control of your 

energy use. 
● Produces power on your own property, 

for self-sufficiency. 
● Improves the strength and reliability of 

our energy system. 
● Reduces pollution and protects the 

environment. 
 
 

 

How much does solar cost? 
 
Costs vary based on system type and size, but a 
residential system is, on average, between 
$12,000 (4 kW) and $24,000 (8  kW). 

 
From there, factor in savings from: 
 

• The 26% federal Investment Tax Credit. 
• Any state or local incentives. 
• Net metering or similar policies. 
• Electric bill savings! 

 
 

 
 

Will solar work on my roof? 
 
Your roof needs to receive direct sunlight 
without shading. Southern exposure is best but 
east and west facing roofs also work.  
 
Solar panels work best when grouped together, 
so you’ll want to install on a large, 
uninterrupted portion of roof. 

 

 

Your “Going Solar” Checklist 
 

❏ Learn about solar — the technology, 
economics, and installation. 

❏ Research installers in your area. 
❏ Request proposals from 3 installers. 
❏ Compare your proposals. 
❏ Choose the installer that can best meet 

your needs, considering price, 
materials, warranties, business history, 
etc. 

❏ Sign a contract with the installer. 
❏ Get installed. This process entails 

permitting, installing, and connecting 
your system into the electric grid, which 
is all handled by the installer. 

❏ Start producing your own solar 
electricity!  🎉🌞🕺 

 

*Based on an average installation cost of $3.00 per watt and the average size of most residential systems [between 4 kW (4,000W) and 8 kW 
(8,000W)].  
 

 

Net metering: The policy that enables you to 
export any excess solar electricity to the 
electric grid and get compensated for it. 
 



 

 

 
 

What if my roof isn’t good 
for solar or I rent? 

 

Anyone can go solar! 
 
You don’t have to be a homeowner to save with 
solar thanks to Community Solar.  
 
With Community Solar, you subscribe to a solar 
panel array installed somewhere in your community 
– like in a field, on a building, or on a parking lot.  
 
You get credited for the energy generated by the 
Community Solar array. 
 

Two bills cost less than one. 
 
Your subscription cost plus your reduced utility bill 
can be less than your current electric bill! 
 
On average, it takes 3-6 months from the time you 
subscribe to see savings in your overall utility 
expenses. This is because Community Solar 
developers have to get a certain number of 
subscribers before they can build a community solar 
project.  
 

 
 
Whether you go solar by putting panels on your roof or subscribing to community solar, we can help! Visit 
SolarUnitedNeighbors.org to learn more. 

 

 

What to look for when choosing Community Solar 
• How long is the contract? 
• What happens if you move, either within or outside the utility area? 
• Are there late fees or cancellation fees? 

 



 

 

Already a solar owner? 
Get the most out of your system! 

 
Know how to read  
your electric bill. 

 
The way your bill looks will depend on your utility 
and how you’re credited for the electricity you 
produce. 
 
If you have net metering (see definition on page 1), 
you’ll see the credits on your electric bill.  
 
The utility company only sees and records the solar 
energy that goes through your meter and back out 
to the grid, not the total amount of energy your 
panels produced. So, your bill will only show the 
excess energy. 

 
Electric bills don’t follow exact month start and end 
dates, but your solar monitoring does. 

 

 
Monitor your system. 

 
Your installer should provide you with access to an 
online monitoring system. It lets you see how much 
energy your system is producing now and since it 
was installed.  
 

 
 
 
Most monitoring software can also alert you if 
there’s an error. 
 
Monitoring Tip: Check your “app store” for a 
mobile-friendly version of your monitoring software

 

 

Maintenance Dos and DON’Ts 
 

Solar panels are pretty low maintenance. With 
no moving parts, it’s unlikely any equipment 
will fail. Still, it’s important to maintain them so 
you get the most out of them for as long as 
possible. 
 

DO get a check-up every 3-5 years.  
Your installer or any qualified solar professional 
can do an inspection. They can spot hard-to-
notice issues like wire damage from critters. 
 

DON’T clean your panels (in most cases). 
Rain and snow will clean them naturally. The 
exception is if you live somewhere with less 
rain and lots of dust or pollutants. In those 
cases, occasional cleaning by a professional can 
improve your panels’ performance. 
 

DON’T clear snow off your panels.  
It’ll melt on its own and slide off. However, do 
check out what’s beneath your panels on the 
ground. Melting snow can slide off all at once 
and damage your belongings or even hurt 
someone. 



 

 

Solar benefits all of us! 
Solar is the critical piece in transitioning 
to an equitable, clean energy future. 
 
It’s affordable, healthy, great for our economy, and a 
tool for justice. Everyone should have the right to 
produce their own clean energy. 
 
Not only does solar help to combat the climate crisis, 
but it also helps to lower people’s cost of living, 
creates local jobs, reduces harmful pollution, and 
builds a brighter and more resilient future for our 
children and grandchildren. 

 

 

 

Join us to advocate for solar! 
 
All across the country, people are calling for solar 
progress and defending against attacks on solar 
rights. 
 
Together—in local communities and with strategic 
partners—we’re expanding solar access, lowering 
solar costs, and building political power for a just 
and inclusive clean energy system. 
      

 ➡ 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

Take the pledge: Do you believe in 100% clean 
energy and solar for all? Add your name at 
VoteSolar.org. 
 

Help us put solar on 30 million homes! Join 
the campaign at 30millionsolarhomes.org 
 

Watch the Power Trip documentary. HGTV’s 
Jonathan Scott shows how monopoly utilities are 
fighting against our solar rights. 
 

See what’s happening in your state 
VoteSolar.org/solar-by-state 

Want to learn more and get 
involved?  We’ve got you covered!   




